Ethnomethodology Paper

Ethnomethodology is a term created by Harold Garfinkel for the study of the way people make sense of their everyday surroundings.  You can look on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lXI5U2CDYoU at an example of ethnomethodology in action.  You can also search YouTube for breaking social norms and see other examples.  There is also a couple of example papers for you to review on blackboard.  
Requirements:
Use MLA format: Times New Roman, 12 font, double spaced.
Need Help?
Submit your paper to UpSwing several days before due date.
	www.lsco.upswing.io
[bookmark: _GoBack]Contact me or visit the LRC (Learning Resource Center)
Instructions:
This paper should be two to three pages and include five or more paragraphs.  It should explain in detail what you did, how you did it, and your observation/conclusion of the people around you.  Be sure to write your paper as if you are a sociologist.  Your paper should include sociological terms that you have learned in class. (Example: Ethnomethodology, Thomas Theorem, social norms, etc.)
The purpose of this assignment is to help you understand how fragile reality is.  If you break a simple rule, people will change their perception of you and their view of reality.  The assignment is to break a rule not a law.  You can violate someone's personal space, tell someone your life story when they ask how you are, shop out of several strangers baskets, test drive a bike at Walmart, have a picnic in the aisle at Walmart and so on.
As we interact with others, we negotiate reality every day.  Look at the Thomas Therom in the textbook to help you understand how you perceive reality.  We are all in our own world and we use culture to communicate and determine whose reality wins.   Here is an example:  a college professor announces an Exam date and a student remarks that they have another Exam that day and could they change the date, professor replies welcome to college.  The professors' reality wins.  Reality also includes social position and power.
Students must email me their topic for approval.  Due date for topic approval and paper submission can be found in your syllabus.  Papers must have my approval before they will be accepted.

